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The purpose of the work is to determine the role of 

lexical innovation in shaping Covid perception in British tabloids.
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:

- defining functional and stylistic features of the tabloid 

"The Sun" as a hybrid journalistic product;

- identifying key newly-formed lexemes of the 

coronavirus pandemic period;

- determining structural and functional features of 

neologisms of the coronavirus pandemic period on 

the basis of publications of the tabloid "The Sun".

Objectives of the study:
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The object of the research is modern 

English neology used to nominate new real-
world events, ideas or phenomena.

The subject of the research is the 

structure, functions and semantic features of 
neologisms of the coronavirus pandemics 
period.

The research material is the 

publicistic texts of the tabloid “The Sun”, which 

contained neologisms of the above mentioned 
period, total amount 638 articals.



“
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Neologism
is a relatively recent or isolated term, 
word, or phrase that may be in the 
process of entering common use, but 
that has not yet been fully accepted 
into mainstream language.



37neologisms of the coronavirus pandemics

638 journalistic texts of the tabloid "The Sun"

853 cases
from

5

The main analysis of the study consisted
in determining the features of the use of

in
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Main topics: politics, economics, health, culture, celebrity life, 
travel, sports.

Tabloid

First published as a broadsheet on 15 September 1964 previously 
known as “Daily Herald”. 1970s and late 1990s supported the 
Liberals and from 2000 have been supporting the Conservatives. 

The e-version of “The Sun” is read daily by 7.302.000, 57% – men 
and 43% – women. 

One of the most popular daily tabloids.
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Methods of 
word-formation

Functions in 
publicistic texts

Use frequency 
under the topics 

of “The Sun”



Statistical analysis
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by a text-mining software Wordsmith 8.0.0.47

- 37 neologisms

- 853 instances

- 638 journalistic 

texts 
- May-July 2020
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Conversion

Affixation

Multicomponent 

combinations

Telescopy

Compounding

AnalogyAbbreviation

Methods of  word-formation of  
coronavirus neologisms



1.
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Examples 1

Corona + speak → coronaspeak: “Coronaspeak
can help the public make sense of the crisis, but may
also increase levels of stress and confusion if people
can’t keep up”

Covid + idiot → covidiot: “Many are now blaming 
covidiots for their “punishment” - saying they are 
“paying the price” for weeks of people breaking 
social distancing rules”.

“IF you’ve officially joined the #WFH club and have
set up your laptop on the kitchen table, rejoice as 
there’s now a way to keep your keyboard super
clean”

2.

3.

Affixation

Telescopy

Abbreviation



4.
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Examples 2

“Firms, jobs and young people’s life chances will go
to the wall as we stumble through one
“whack-a-mole” fiasco after another until a 
vaccine is found”. 

“I hope to finish my ronavation before the 
lockdown is over”.

“Hackers have recently “Zoom-bombed” users and 

students utilizing the video conferencing app, as millions 
remain isolated at home because of the coronavirus 
outbreak”;  

“In fact, there's so much misinformation around
that the World Health Organization has called it
an “infodemic”.

5.

6.

7.

Analogy

Compounding

Multicomponent 
combinations

Conversion
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37%

23%

14%

11%

6%

6%
3%

The statistics of  use frequency for 
methods of  word-formation of  

coronavirus neologisms

Affixation

Telescopy

Compounding

Multicomponent 
combinations

Conversion

Abbreviation

Analogy



Use frequency of  Covid-19 period 

neologisms in  the  topics  of  "The Sun"
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40%

18%

9%

9%

7%

6%

4%
4% 3%

Coronavirus
UK News
Politics
Health News
Travel
Sport
World News
Money
Showbiz
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Examples 3

FOUR Arsenal stars have become the latest Premier League
Covidiots to break the government's lockdown rules.

If you do so, you should still socially distance from those
you do not live with, and avoid physical contact.

Coronaphobia – also known as FOGO  (Fear Of Going Out) –
has soared with the easing of lockdown, with one study finding 
54 percent of people were worried about returning to their job.

WFH hasn't been possible this morning I've lost several 
hours of paid work when I am just starting to get my business 
going again.



Functions of  coronavirus  neologisms
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46,5%

18,3% 16,9%

8,5%
5,6% 4,2%

1) 2) 3) 4) 5) 6)

1) Nominative
2) Compress-

informative
3) Diagnostic
4) Differentiation
5) Vocabulary 

replenishment
6) Generalization
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Coronavirus pandemics has given rise to the special 
level of the words and expressions connected with it.

The case study of neologisms' use in the tabloid 
“The Sun” has shown that the language immediately 

reacts to any social-economic changes with the 
appearance of new vocabulary material.

Practical application of this study would be to compile a 
dictionary that can be used, for example, when working 

with printed and electronic texts of the pandemic period.



Thank you
for your attention 
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